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SUBJECT: GFZB-75-8003, PANAMA 

1 . ON 1/13/78 WASHINGTON DEPT OF STATE PANAMA COUNTRY DIRECTOR 
HAAHR AND PANAMA MISSION POLITICAL SECTION OFFICER CONVERSED 
WITH SAIC SEDILLO REGARDING INFO PROVIDED BY USIS CONCERNING 
A REPORTED LETTER THAT SENATOR DOLE HAD SENT TO DEA 
ADMINISTRATOR PETER BENSINGER. IN THIS LETTER THE SENATOR 
STATED THAT ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO PANAMA CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT 
GENERAL OMAR TORRIJOS HAD TOLD SENATOR DOLE THAT THE GENERAL 
WOULD CONTACT DEA ADMINISTRATOR MR. BENSINGER AND TELL HIM TO 
RELEASE ALL THE INFO TO THE SENATOR THAT DEA HAD REGARDING 
ALLEGATIONS OF THE TORRIJOS REGIME'S INVOLVEMENT IN THE DRUG 
TRAFFIC. DURING THE AFOREMENTIONED CONFERENCE IT WAS AGREED 
THAT SAIC SEDILLO WOULD CONTACT G-2 CHIEF COLONEL NORIEGA 
IN AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN ANY DETAILS OF THIS ALLEGED CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN SENATOR DOLE AND GENERAL TORRIJOS. SAIC SEDILLO 
PROCEEDED TO THE G-2 OFFICE AND REQUESTED THIS INFO WHICH WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY REQUESTED FROM GENERAL TORRIJOS. ON 1/16/78 G-2 
DEA LIAISON OFFICER LT. JORGE LATINEZ MET WITH SAIC SEDILLO 
AND RELAYED THE FOLLOWING INFO FROM GENERAL TORRIJOS VIA COLONEL 
NORIEGA. 
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2. GENERAL TORRIJOS REPORTEDLY DENIED MAKING THE STATEMENT CLAIMED 
BY SENATOR DOLE. THE GENERAL HAD ONLY MADE THE STATEMENT THAT 
THE SENATOR SHOULD GET WHATEVER INFO HE IS ATTEMPTING TO GET 
THROUGH HIS OWN CHANNELS SINCE THIS WAS AN OBVIOUS INTERNAL 
MATTER. THE GENERAL HAD MADE A REMARK THAT REGARDLESS OF WHAT 
FILES WERE AVAILABLE NOTHING CONTAINED IN THEM COULD IMPLICATE 
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THE GENERAL. 

3. GENERAL TORRIJOS HAS REQUESTED THAT DEA ADMINISTRATOR PETER 
BENSINGER SEND A LETTER TO THE GENERAL EXPLAINING THE GOOD 
COOPERATION EXISTING BETWEEN THE PANAMANIAN AUTHORITIES AND 
DEA IN BILATERAL ENFORCEMENT AND RELATED EFFORTS IN WHICH SEVERAL 
DRUG SHIPMENTS HAVE BEEN INTERDICTED IN PANAMA. THESE SHIPMENTS 
WERE DESTINED TO THE U.S. AND SEVERAL SUSPECTS WERE ARRESTED AND 
IN SOME BILATERAL JUDICIAL EFFORTS SEVERAL SUSPECTS WERE EXPELLED 
TO THE U.S. IN INFORMAL EXPULSIONS IN THE INTEREST OF FURTHER 
DEVELOPING OTHER SIGNIFICANT CASES. 

4. THE GENERAL STATED THAT HE NEEDED THIS LETTER BECAUSE 
OBVIOUSLY SEVERAL OF THE VISITING SENATORS WERE NOT AWARE OF 
THE GOOD WORKING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PANAMAN AUTHORITIES 
AND DEA. 

5. PCO COMMENT: IN COMPLIANCE WITH DEA FOREIGN GUIDELINES THE 
ACTIVITIES OUTLINED IN THIS CABLE HAVE BEEN COORDINATED BETWEEN 
DEA AND THE U.S. MISSION. SAIC SEDILLO FEELS THAT THE 

LETTER REQUESTED BY GENERAL TORRIJOS WOULD BE OF TREMENDOUS VALUE 
NOT ONLY TO THE GENERAL BUT ALSO TO THE PANAMA COUNTRY OFFICE IN 
THAT REGARDLESS OF THE OUTCOME OF THE TREATY RATIFICATION, 

A GOOD RELATION BETWEEN GOP AND DEA WOULD CONTINUE WHICH IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR THIS OFFICE TO ACCOMPLISH ITS MISSION IN INTER- 
DICTING DRUGS. 
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6. IN ANOTHER RELATED MATTER ON 1/16/78 G-2 SHOWED PCO AGENTS 
A COPY OF A NEWS STORY RELEASED IN THE WASHINGTON SPOTLIGHT (DATE 
UNKNOWN) ENTITLED "CARTER COVERING GENERAL TORRIJOS' INVOLVEMENT 
IN THE DRUG TRAFFIC". THE ARTICLE INCLUDES 50 DEA SECRET FILE 
TITLES INCLUDING GENERAL FILES OF GENERAL OMAR TORRIJOS AND 
COLONEL MANUEL NORIEGA. G-2 TOLD PCO AGENTS THAT "OBVIOUSLY 
OPPONENTS OF THE CANAL TREATY WOULD PROSTITUTE THEMSELVES TO THE 
POINT OF ATTEMPTING TO HARM THE PRESENT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
PANAMA AUTHORITIES AND DEA AND THEIR COMBINED EFFORTS TO 
INTERDICT DRUGS THAT ARE TRANSSHIPED THROUGH PANAMA TO 
THE U.S.". 

EMBASSY COMMENT: WE CONCUR WITH SAIC SEDILLO'S VIEW THAT A 
LETTER SUCH AS REQUESTED BY THE GENERAL WOULD BE OF GREAT VALUE 
BOTH IN SOLIDIFYING THE COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE WHICH GOP AUTHORITIES 
HAVE MAINTAINED TO DATE. AND IN DEALING WITH INQUIRIES FROM 
PERSONS SINCERELY INTERESTED IN THE NARCOTICS PROBLEM HERE 
BUT UNINFORMED EXCEPT FOR THE ACCUSATIONS WHICH HAVE APPEARED 
IN THE PRESS. IF SUCH A LETTER IS CONSIDERED, WE BELIEVE THAT 
IT SHOULD AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF BEING PART OF A 'WHITEWASH' 

FOR THE GENERAL HIMSELF; IT SHOULD MAKE NO REF TO THE UN- 
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SUBSTANTIATED CHARGES BEING MADE IN THE POLITICAL ARENA, BUT 
RATHER REFER TO THOSE SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF COOPERATIVE 
EFFORT WHICH HAVE BORNE FRUIT IN THE SUCCESSFUL INTERDICTION OF 
MAJOR SHIPMENTS OF NARCOTICS ENROUTE TO THE U.S. END EMBASSY 
COMMENT. 

SEDILLO, SAIC 
JORDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG TRAFFIC, DRUG CONTROL, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PANAMA00346 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780028-0738 
Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 50/aaaabpuq. tel 

Line Count: 123 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c4043ce2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 9 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3755588 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GFZB-75-8003, PANAMA 

TAGS: SNAR, PGOV, US, PN, (TORRIJOS HERRERA, OMAR), (BENSINGER, PETER) 

To: DEA STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c4043ce2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



